Association for Cultural Studies statement, July 23 2006 Istanbul

We are scholars, researchers and teachers from 53 countries gathered in Istanbul for the biannual Crossroads Cultural Studies conference.

As members of the Association and Conference participants,

· We declare our solidarity with our colleagues in Lebanon and Palestine who could not attend the conference because of the current situation;

· We condemn the unjustifiable killings of civilians and destruction of vital infrastructure;

· We abhor the failure of international institutions and the flagrant disregard for international law;

· We call for an immediate end to violence and occupation;

· We demand respect for the sovereignty and self determination of the nations in the region.
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